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Preface
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This compilation of masters and doctoral theses is prepared as part of a larger bibliographic
project that covers the “Post World War II to Present Period” of research conducted at and
around the immediate Barrow, Alaska, area. These documents are less commonly cited in the
open literature, since preference is given to the author’s published papers. This compilation is
intended to identify the many generations of individuals whose early careers began at Barrow,
and to illustrate the diverse research that forms this rich scientific heritage of the Barrow area.
Please send corrections and additions to jerrybrown@igc.org.

We think the first doctoral dissertation was completed in 1915 by Ernest William Hawkes,
University of Pennsylvania, on the skeletal measurements and observations on the Point Barrow
Eskimo.

The vast majority of the university-based research conducted prior to 1970 was funded by the
Office of Naval Research and logistically supported by the Navy’s Arctic Research Laboratory.
The detailed history of the period 1947-1966 is documented by Reed and Ronhovde (1971). A
bibliography, prepared for the 25™ anniversary of the Naval Arctic Research Laboratory, lists the
numerous publications and other documents produced during this period (Gunn 1973). A special
issue of the journal Arctic contains a series of well-documented thematic papers presented in
conjunction with the dedication of the new NARL facility in April 1969 (Monson and Sater
1969). By the 1970s the National Science Foundation, NOAA, and other agencies became the
major funding agencies. Two large interdisciplinary programs included the NSF U.S. Tundra
Biome Program (Brown et al. 1983) and NOAA’s Outer Continental Shelf Environmental
Assessment Program (OCSEAP). The Naval Arctic Research Laboratory officially closed in
1980. The North Slope Borough’s Department of Wildlife Management (formerly the
Department of Conservation and Environmental Protection) has funded a large number of
contract studies mostly associated with marine mammals and their environments, and these have
fostered numerous contributions to this compilation (Albert 1998). In 1997, a 50°year tribute to
NARL was convened at Barrow, and the publication of that celebration contains much of the
history and documentation of this Barrow research (Norton 2001). As part of the workshop
report on The Future of an Arctic Resource, an abridged bibliography on the Barrow research
was prepared (Brown 1999) as was list of 252 references on bowhead whale research (Albert
1998). The abridge bibliography served as a source for the Mather Library Barrow bibliography
prepared under the direction of Judie Triplehorn:

(http://www.qgi.alaska.edu/services/library/bibliographies.html).

The above-mentioned publications were helpful in developing the initial phase of this present
compilation.


mailto:jerrybrown@igc.org
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The following compilation is divided into three, approximate time periods: Early to 1970; 1970-
1990; and 1990 to present. Most of this compilation is based on the below listed references and
additional internet searches.

The recently organized Barrow Young Researchers (BYR) plans to provide additions to the more
recent list and, in turn, to benefit from the less accessible and older citations. Input to the “1990
to present” section was provided by Dr. Chanda Meek and her student at University of Alaska
Fairbanks as part of this initial BYR activity. Special thanks for reviews and additions: Hajo
Eicken, Lew Shapiro, Wilford Weeks, Frederick Nelson, Ken Hinkel, Robert Hollister, Craig
Tweedie, John Kelley, Norbert Untersteiner, and others.
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b. 1990-Present
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